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The area surrounding the project tract is mostly industrial and forest, with minor components of 
residential, agricultural, and recreational.  The recreational land is composed of a public park between 
Tracts 3 and 6, a golf course south of Tract 7, and a public walking trail (the Cypress Trail) that borders 
many tracts and goes through Tract 3.  Based on the topography, vegetation, and nature of the proposed 
undertaking, the proposed Area of Potential Effects (APE) is considered to be a 0.5-mile radius around 
the project tracts (Figure 1). 
 
 
Background Research 
 
On December 13, 2006, a background literature review and records search was conducted at the South 
Carolina Department of Archives and History (SCDAH) in Columbia, and at the South Carolina Institute 
of Archaeology and Anthropology (SCIAA) in Columbia. The records examined at SCDAH included a 
review of their GIS-based Cultural Resource Information System (CRIS) for sites listed in or eligible for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), and a review of CRIS and the SCDAH 
Finding Aid for previous architectural surveys near the project area. The records examined at SCIAA 
include the master archaeological site maps, state archaeological site files, and associated archaeological 
reports. The area examined was a 0.5-mile radius around the project tract (Figure 1).  
 
A review of the files and records at SCIAA and SCDAH indicated that no previously recorded 
archaeological sites or architectural properties are located within a 0.5-mile radius of the project tracts 
(Figure 1).  
 
 
Field Methods 
 
On December 25–28, 2006, Archaeologist Heather Bartley conducted a reconnaissance level cultural 
resources survey of the proposed project area and surrounding APE.  The archaeological survey was 
conducted primarily with shovel tests in areas deemed likely to contain archaeological sites based on 
landform type, soil drainage, and distance to water. The wooded or grassy nature of much of the project 
area resulted in limited ground surface exposure except in the plowed field in Tract 7 and on a few dirt 
roads.  Shovel tests were approximately 30 cm in diameter and excavated to sterile subsoil.  Soil was 
screened through 0.25-inch hardware mesh, and artifacts, if encountered, were bagged according to 
provenience. Notes were kept in a field journal and on standard S&ME site forms.  
 
In the Coastal Plain of South Carolina, predictive modeling has been used to identify areas with a high 
potential for containing prehistoric archaeological sites (e.g., Brooks and Scurry 1978; Cable 1996; 
Clement et al. 2001; Scurry 2003). The most significant variables for determining site location appear to 
be distance to a permanent water source, slope, soil drainage, and distance to the interface between well 
and poorly drained soils. Generally, prehistoric sites tend to occur on low slope areas with well drained 
soils that are within 200 m of a permanent water source and/or the interface between well and poorly 
drained soils. Historic home sites tend to be located near old roads.  It was these areas that were targeted 
during the investigation. 
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In addition to the archaeological survey, a limited architectural resource survey was conducted to 
determine whether the proposed project would affect any aboveground National Register listed or eligible 
properties. Accessible public roads within a 0.5-mile radius of the project area were driven, and 
structures, if encountered, were photographed using high quality digital images. Photographs were also 
taken from the property toward the project area to help assess possible visual effects caused by the 
undertaking.  
 
 
Results 

 
Archaeological Survey 

 
Seventy-three shovel tests, ranging from 20-100 cm deep, were excavated in the seven tracts (Figure 2).  
Soil profiles varied among and sometimes within the tracts.  Each of the tracts is described below. 
 
Tract 1 was a flat to gently sloping grass field where hay is harvested (Figure 3).  A total of 21 shovel 
tests, ranging from 25–50 cm deep, were excavated (Figure 2).  Fourteen of these shovel tests were 
excavated at 45-m intervals along three transects spaced 45 m apart parallel to Jefferson Road.  A single 
fossiliferous chert flake was found at 0–20 cm below surface (cmbs) in shovel test pit (STP) 4-1 on the 
eastern side of Tract 1.  Seven shovel tests were excavated around STP 4-1 at 15-m intervals and the flake 
proved to be an isolated find (Isolated Find 1).  In Tract 1, the average depth to subsoil was 23 cmbs.  The 
soils varied within Tract 1, with most of the northern half well drained and all of the southern half poorly 
drained (Figure 8).  Well drained soils had a typical soil profile of approximately 20 cm of very dark gray 
(10YR 3/1) sandy loam, overlying 5–10 cm of very pale brown (10YR 7/4) loamy sand, which overlies a 
Bt (well-developed subsoil horizon) more than 20 cm thick composed of yellowish brown (10YR 5/6) 
sandy clay loam.  The grass vegetation provided no ground visibility and precluded the possibility of a 
surface collection. 
 
Tract 2 was also a flat to gently sloping grass field where hay is harvested (Figure 4). There is a small 
cluster of trees along the northwestern side.  Ten total shovel tests were excavated in a transect that 
paralleled the northeastern side of the field along Shot Pouch Branch, and then the transect turned and 
headed southeast through the middle of the field.  STP intervals varied from 50–160 m.  Nearly the entire 
field had poorly drained soil, as evidenced by the soils map (Figure 8) and by the shovel tests.  A typical 
soil profile consisted of approximately 30 cm of black (10YR 2/1) sandy loam, overlying a Bw 
(moderately developed subsoil horizon) more than 20 cm thick composed of very pale brown (10YR 8/2) 
loamy sand mottled with yellow (10YR 7/6) loamy sand.  The average depth to subsoil in Tract 2 was 30 
cm.  The grass vegetation provided no ground visibility and precluded the possibility of a surface 
collection.  No artifacts were found in the tract. 
 
Tract 3 contained two Carolina Bays.  The tract is flat to gently sloping around the bays, with areas of 
fallow fields, hardwoods, and planted pines (Figures 5 and 6).  A buried gas pipeline with an adjacent 
power line runs through the northern portion of Tract 3 (Figures 2 and 5). Six total shovel tests were 
excavated in a transect through the central portion of the tract (Figure 2).  Only the central portion of the 
tract had well drained soil, as evidenced by the soils map (Figure 8) and by the shovel tests.  A typical 
well drained soil profile consisted of approximately 25 cm of brown (10YR 4/3) sandy loam, overlying a 
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Bt subsoil horizon more than 20 cm thick composed of dark yellowish brown (10YR 4/6) sandy clay 
loam. The average depth to subsoil in Tract 3 was 21 cm.  The vegetation in the tract provided no ground 
visibility, and a surface inspection was only performed on the unpaved roads in the tract.  No artifacts 
were found in Tract 3. 
 
Tracts 4 and 5 are adjacent to each other and are treated as one tract.  Most of Tract 5 contains a large 
Carolina Bay with poorly drained soil and planted pines (Figures 2, 7, and 8).  The rest of Tract 5 (the 
northeast part) and the east half of Tract 4 is a flat fallow field with well drained soil (Figures 2 and 8).  
The western half of Tract 4 has been recently disturbed and is occupied by a very large industrial building 
surrounded by a lawn.  A total of 17 shovel tests was excavated in the two tracts (Figure 2).  A transect of 
nine STPs were excavated in 30-m intervals around the sandy edge of the bay. A typical soil profile of the 
well drained soil in Tracts 4 and 5 consisted of approximately 15 cm of very dark grayish brown (10YR 
4/3) loamy sand, overlying a horizon more than 65 cm thick composed of brownish yellow (10YR 6/6) 
loamy sand. The average depth to subsoil in Tracts 4 and 5 was more than 80 cm.  During a surface 
collection of the unpaved roads archaeological site 38SU306 was found (see below).   
 
Tract 6 was a small tract with a Carolina Bay in the western and northern portions (Figure 8).  The tract is 
nearly flat with widely spaced planted pines and dense undergrowth.  Six shovel tests were excavated in a 
transect through the central portion of the tract (Figure 2).  Only the central and southern portion of the 
tract had well drained soil, as evidenced by the soils map in Figure 8 and by the shovel tests.  A typical 
well drained soil profile consisted of approximately 20 cm of grayish brown (10YR 5/2) loamy sand, 
overlying approximately 20 cm of very pale brown (10YR 7/4) loamy sand. This overlies a Bt subsoil 
horizon more than 15 cm thick composed of brownish yellow (10YR 6/6) sandy clay loam. The average 
depth to subsoil in Tract 6 was 30 cm.  The vegetation in the tract provided no ground visibility and a 
surface collection was not performed  No artifacts were found in Tract 6. 
 
Tract 7 is a large tract with one small Carolina Bay in its southeast corner (Figures 1, 2, and 8).  The tract 
is flat to gently sloping, with a large grassy field in the northwest half and a large plowed field in the 
southeast half.  The rest of the tract is composed of forest and fallow fields.  Shot Pouch Branch borders 
the west side of the tract.  Thirteen shovel tests were excavated along a transect in northwest-southeast 
line through the grassy and plowed fields (Figure 2).  Only the northern and southeastern portions of the 
tract had well drained soil, as evidenced by the soils map (Figure 8) and by the shovel tests.  A typical 
well drained soil profile consisted of approximately 20 cm of dark grayish brown (10YR 4/2) sandy loam 
plow zone, overlying a 20 cm yellow (10YR8/6) loamy sand.  This overlies a Bt subsoil horizon more 
than 15 cm thick composed of yellowish brown (10YR 5/6) sandy clay loam. The average depth to 
subsoil in Tract 7 was 30 cm.  Good ground surface visibility was found only in the plowed field, and a 
surface collection was only performed in that area. No artifacts were found in Tract 7. 
 
As a result of the archaeological survey, site 38SU306 and one isolated find were recorded (Figure 1).  
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Site 38SU306 
 
Site Number: 38SU306 NRHP Recommendation: Not Eligible 
Site Type: Historic artifact scatter; Prehistoric isolate Elevation: 182 ft AMSL 
Components: Early 19th century Landform: Carolina Bay edge  
UTM Coordinates: E559223, N3759947 (NAD 27) Soil Type: Troup and Norfolk loamy sands 
Site Dimensions: 120 E/W x 100 N/S m Vegetation: old/fallow field 
Artifact Depth: Surface No. of STPs/Positive STPs:  15/1 
 
Site 38SU306 is an early nineteenth century historic scatter and prehistoric isolate located on an inter-
riverine Carolina Bay edge in the northeast corner of Tract 5 and the southeast corner of Tract 4.  The site 
measures 120 m east-west by 100 m north-south, and is located in a level, fallow field adjacent to a 
wooded Carolina Bay adjacent to Airport Road (Figure 9). Vegetation at the site consists of moderate 
successional vegetation in the fallow field and mixed hardwoods and pines with moderate underbrush on 
the edge of the Carolina Bay (Figure 7).  Surface visibility at the site was less than 10 percent. 
 
To determine the boundaries of the site, a cruciform pattern of shovel tests was excavated at 15-m 
intervals radiating out from the initial positive shovel test.  A total of 15 shovel tests was excavated across 
the site, with only one shovel test containing an artifact.  This artifact was a single chert flake found at 60 
cmbs in STP 1-2 (Figure 9). All of the historic artifacts were recovered on the ground surface along an 
unpaved road at the site.  A typical soil profile consists of 15 cm of very dark grayish brown (10YR 3/2) 
loamy sand, overlying 85+ cm of brownish yellow (10YR 6/6) loamy sand. 
 
Six historic ceramics and one glass shard were recovered from 38SU306 on the ground surface (Table 1).  
Two of the artifacts are temporally diagnostic: one piece of annular-decorated pearlware and one piece of 
green shell-edged whiteware (Hume 1969).  These artifacts indicate an early nineteenth century 
occupation. 
 
Table 1. Site 38SU306 Artifact Catalog 
Provenience Depth (cmbs) Description Count Weight (g) 
STP 1-2 60 Fossiliferous chert flake 1 0.5  
Surface collection 0 Flat light green glass 1 1.2   
Surface collection 0 Refined earthenware 1 1.2   
Surface collection 0 Annular-decorated pearlware 1 1.0   
Surface collection 0 Plain pearlware 1 0.3   
Surface collection 0 Green shell-edged whiteware 1 4.7   
Surface collection 0 Annular stoneware 1 1.3   
 
Site 38SU306 is an historic artifact scatter and prehistoric isolate (Isolated Find 2) located near the 
northeastern edge of the project area (Figure 1). The only artifact found beneath the ground surface was a 
single chert flake that is considered to be an isolated find.  The historic artifacts were all found on the 
ground surface, and no architectural debris was noted.  The site lacks integrity and is unlikely to provide 
any significant information about the historic or prehistoric inhabitants of Sumter County.  As a result, 
this site is recommended ineligible for inclusion in the NRHP. 
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Isolated Find 1 
 
Isolated Find 1 is a single fossiliferous chert flake found at 0–20 cm below the ground surface in STP 4-1 
(UTM Coordinates E558103, N3757880 – NAD 27) on the eastern side of Tract 1.  Seven shovel tests 
were excavated around STP 4-1 at 15-m intervals; however, no other artifacts were discovered.  This 
isolated find is unlikely to provide any significant information about the prehistoric inhabitants of Sumter 
County and is recommended ineligible for inclusion in the NRHP. 
 
 

Cemeteries 
 
There are two cemeteries with a 0.5-mile radius of the project area.  The White Cemetery lies adjacent to 
the eastern boundary of Tract 7, facing Airport Road (Figure 10).  This cemetery dates from the early 
twentieth century to the present.  The cemetery does not contain any graves of persons of historical 
importance, there are no distinctive design characteristics, nor is it associated with an important historic 
event. As such, the cemetery fails to meet any of the requirements of Criteria Consideration D and is 
considered ineligible for the NRHP. 
 
The White-Dick Cemetery (Figure 11) lies within Tract 6 (Figure 11).  It is a fenced cemetery facing the 
back parking lot of a FedEx building on the corner of North Wise and Jefferson roads.  The cemetery 
measures 12 m east-west by 14 m north-south, and there are approximately 12 marked graves dating from 
1835 to 1922 within the fenced area.  Given the age of the cemetery, it could be eligible for inclusion in 
the National Register under Criterion D (and possibly other criteria) and will need additional investigation 
and evaluation.  Also, the area surrounding the current boundaries of the cemetery should be investigated 
to help determine that there are no outlying graves.  Until such time, the White-Dick cemetery and the 
surrounding area should be avoided by ground-disturbing activities. 
 
 

Architectural Survey 
 
A limited architectural survey was conducted to determine whether the proposed project would affect any 
aboveground historic properties. Accessible public roads within and adjacent to the project area were 
driven, and existing structures greater than 50 years old were examined for National Register eligibility. 
As a result of the survey, no aboveground historic properties were noted within the proposed APE. 
  
 
 
Conclusion  
 
A reconnaissance level cultural resources survey of the proposed Black River Industrial Park recorded 
one archaeological site (38SU306), one isolated find, and two cemeteries within a 0.5-mile radius of the 
project area. Site 38SU306 is an early nineteenth century artifact scatter that is recommended ineligible 
for inclusion in the NRHP. Similarly, the isolated find and the White Cemetery are also recommended 
ineligible for the NRHP.  The White-Dick Cemetery in Tract 6 may be eligible for inclusion in the NRHP, 
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Figure 3.  Grass field in Tract 1, facing northeast.   
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 4.  Grass field in Tract 2, facing northwest.   
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Figure 5.  Gas pipeline in Tract 3, facing east.  
 
 

 
 

Figure 6.  The west edge of a Carolina Bay in Tract 3.  
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Figure 7.  A fallow field in Tracts 4 and 5.   
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Figure 10.  The White cemetery, facing northwest towards Tract 7. 
 

 
 

 
 
Figure 11.  The White-Dick cemetery in Tract 6. 


